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TEXT OF THE WEEK

EPISODE I

The Gospel According to John, Chapter 1

The first chapter of John contains primarily two major sections.  The first thirty-four verses deal with the distinction between John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth with a brief description and discussion of each from John's point of view.  The remainder of the chapter begins the chronicle of Jesus's ministry with his disciples to which much of the rest of the book itself will be devoted to.  

Notable among all the passages in this chapter is the general theme of there being great things to come in the ministry of Jesus.  Contrasting John with Jesus is essential to this as many seemed to regard John as some manner of transcendent or divine being.  John's insistence that he is lowly and unworthy compared to Jesus elevates Jesus not only in relation to him, but mankind as a whole.  The conversation with Nathanael builds rather literally upon this theme.  

Taken in a  narrative sense rather than a thematic sense, this opening to the gospel seems quite disjointed and abrupt; John prioritizes the underlying ideas he wishes to convey about Jesus over narrative fluidity.  The events there described are pulled more or less arbitrarily as a patchwork to form the essentials of who and what John would have the reader understand Jesus to be.  For this reason, the passage is of limited narrative value taken by itself and is best read for this purpose in the context of a larger study of the gospel.  


