Sam Bennighof

1 May 2006


I have observed that while we as human beings are all extremely complex under the surface, the surface itself is what we tend to concern ourselves with most often, whether for pragmatic or simply social reasons.  My concept of this is somewhat represented by the notion of a candle casting a shadow.  I believe that we are composed of three parts:  the solid base of our subconscious mind that makes us who we are, the light behind this base composed of our conscious will and voluntary actions, and the shadow cast by the former combination which is how we must represent ourselves to the people we interact with.  The base is ever-changing and modifying itself, but we do not control this metamorphosis any more than we control how quickly our bodies grow.  (cloning and medical hormones notwithstanding, Professor)  The light is that which we endeavor to convey to those around us, but we are reduced to mere puppet masters pulling strings to persuade our shadow to reflect what we want it to reflect.  The image transferred is directly proportional to our attempts, but while a light is vibrant and varied in tone and hue to look at, a shadow is much flatter and conveys less by definition.  If our light flickers, so does the shadow, but it does so in a manner not congruent to that of the light, only similar.  It is this discrepancy and futility of attempt that I hope to convey in my piece, based mostly on the word “Shadow”.  Formal aspects concerning themselves with light and shadow as well as definition of form by light and shadow should be well employed, as well as a figurative element representing, both literally and symbolically, the human.  
